
 

 
 

Building Strong Partnerships Between Staff, Pupils, Parents/Carers  
and the Wider School Community 

Vision, Values and Ethos in 
St. Margaret’s Primary School  

and Nursery Class 
We are striving to build a community which reflects a happy, secure and caring environment 
where all stakeholders: Staff, Pupils, Parents/Carers and the Wider school Community are 

Valued, Motivated and Encouraged to be the Best They Can Be ..…We strive to ensure this ideal. 
 

What’s different? 

To complement Active Learning methodologies we are using Active 

Literacy to improve pupils’ understanding of how the sounds of 

words are represented in written form. Spelling will be taught daily 

instead of weekly and will be based around pupils developing 

strategies to tackle any word.  

 

How does it work?  

 A daily block of time (about 15 minutes) is allocated for Active Literacy Spelling. 

There is daily whole class teaching and pupil interaction using whiteboards and 

games.  

 Units based around particular phoneme sounds are taught. Each unit is split into 

four week blocks as detailed below:  

 

Week One and Week Two  
Children are taught to problem solve a particular phoneme sound. They then investigate 

all the different words that have this sound but are written differently. A good 

example is the sound “ae” which as you can see below can be written in lots of 

different ways.  

 

face  rain  played  they  great 

 

We teach the children different ways to write a sound every single day for ten days.  

 

Week Three and Week Four 
 

The children are taught words that cannot be spelled using their knowledge of phonics. 

We teach spelling strategies which children can use when spelling common, tricky words 

or topic specific words. Pupils are encouraged to create personal spelling word banks of 

words that they need/want to learn.  

 

 

How can I help? 

It would be great if you could talk to your child and get them to explain to you what 

phoneme sound they are learning. By explaining what they are doing it will help your 

child to become fully familiar with the methods.  

 



Homework is based around consolidating the daily work in class. Children may be asked 

to break words down into Elkonin boxes; investigate new words from a given sound or 

asked to mark up words using the “Diacritical Marking” code. 

 

What is an Elkonin box? 

Elkonin boxes help to split phonetically spelled words into sounds. They let the pupils 

take words and investigate what sounds they can hear in a word. The following example 

shows how we use Elkonin boxes and, hopefully, gives an idea of why it is important to 

use knowledge of sounds to help spelling. English is a tricky language to learn! For 

example, yesterday would be written. 

 

y e s t e r d ay 

 

What is Diacritical Marking?  

 

It is a set of markings that the 

children use to investigate how 

words sound and how they are 

spelled. They will quickly become familiar with the code and use it to mark words as 

having single sounds; joined sounds or split sounds (think magic e from when you were 

at school).  

 

   Single sound                       __    Joined sound  Split sound (e.g. 

magic e)  

So if the children were given these words to investigate, they would mark them up as 

follows: 

 

y e s t e r d ay 

       __   

 

f a c e 

      

 

 

While it may appear difficult at first, this method helps children to become familiar 

with sounds and letter combinations they recognise in even the most difficult of 

spelling words. It is a technique which will be taught in class, practised regularly 

and then applied in their day to day writing.  

The “ae” sound in yesterday is a single sound but a joined 

phoneme when written. So a problem solving approach will help us 

decide if the sound will be written as:  

 Yesterdai (as in rain) 

 Yesterdey (as in they) 

 Yesterdea (as in great) 

 Yesterday (as in play)  

 

You can see why children get confused! They all sound the same 

but have different spellings. Looking at words that children spell 

wrong, you can see evidence of these mix ups. This is why giving 

our kids this knowledge is so important.  

 

There are eight single sounds in this 

word. Most children would be able to 

sound these out if you asked them to. 

This is the easy bit because you “say 

what you see”.  

There are seven single sounds and one joined sound (ay 

letters to represent “ae” sound).  

There are two single sounds (“f” and “c” ) and one split 

sound (formerly known as magic “e” back in our school 

days!)  


